
In the last few classes, we’ve talked about:

● Art Theories and the qualities that we value in art

● Illustration and how artists use visual elements to convey ideas and stories

● Coloured pencil techniques and how it was used in illustrations

Bringing all these things together, we are 
finally starting our final project!!



We will be illustrating our own Zines!



“Where I am From” Poetry Zines

In this project, we will combine poetry and illustration to create a 6 
page zine about ourselves. Think of it as a self-portrait, but 
instead of drawing our faces, we are representing ourselves 
through words and illustrations. 

This project create a space for creative expression but also self-
reflection. We will explore the concept of identity and reflect on 
who we are and how our culture, family, and experiences shape 
us.

We will apply what we’ve previously learned about elements & 
principles + coloured pencil techniques in the making of the zine.



● How can we draw from our identity and personal 
experiences in the making of our art?

● How do we bridge/connect words and images?

● How can we use elements & principles of the arts to 
convey narratives and meanings?

● How does the ways in which the material is used add 
to the meaning of the work?

The project focuses on 4 main topics:



“I’m addicted to 
sunglasses… I normally 
have, like, 10 in my bag just 
in case I decide to change 
up my outfit. I feel like 
sunglasses can change the 
whole look. And I love that”

“What’s in Your Bag?” The Verge Interview Series

Inside the bag of English singer and songwriter Anne-Marie.



“Herman the travel 
companion. He’s my little 
mascot. He’s a monkey 
and he’s always happy…I 
think I’ve been in 80 
countries with him.”

Inside the bag of Norwegian Musician/DJ Matona



What does our personal possessions say about us?

What are objects that hold special meaning to you/ 
represents you?

Take a minute to think about this and write down 
some notes in point form in your sketchbook  



Frida Kahlo

Frida Kahlo is a Mexican artist 
well-known for her symbolic 
self-portraits that reflect her 
emotions and the major events 
in her life. Her life experience 
is central to the creation of her 
artworks.



How does our experience shape who we are? 

What is a memory/experience in your life that 
makes you smile?

Take a minute to think about this and write down 
some notes in point form in your sketchbook  



For this project, Taiwanese-Canadian, Stephanie H. Shih gathered ideas 
from her 20,000 followers, asking them if there are common Western grocery 
items “felt” Asian to them. Then she created 30 life-sized and hand-painted 
replicas of nostalgic products that reminded people of home.

“New World Mall”



Tomato and Egg

Fruit yogurt flavored candy
10 cents each.



How does food connects with your identity, 
memories, and culture? 

What’s your comfort food? What food make you 
feel “at home”?

Take a minute to think about this and write down 
some notes in point form in your sketchbook  



Zarina, Home is a Foreign Place
“I do not feel at home anywhere, but the idea of home follows me 
wherever I go. In dreams and on sleepless nights, the fragrance of 
the garden, image of the sky, and the sound of language returns. I 
go back to the roads I have crossed many times. They are my 
companions and my solace.”

Zarina is a New York-based artist from india. Throughout her 
life, she has moved all around the globe and lived in multiple 
homes due to different situations, such as the Indian-Pakistan 
Partition that happened when she was 10 years old. 

Throughout her art, she explored the concept of home and 
displacement through woodcut, sculptures, drawings, and 
writing. 

In this series, created in 1999, she made 36 woodcuts.
She started by selecting a series of words associated with 
memories of her childhood home, such as “rain" and “hot 
breeze.” Then, she had the words transcribed by an Urdu 
calligrapher in Pakistan and created visual responses to each 
word.



Zarina, Home is a Foreign Place

Home Sky door



Home could mean many things. It could be the place you grew up in or 
somewhere you find comfort. It could be a feeling or a person who 
made you feel at home…

What does home means to you?

Write a description of a place you call home. What 
does it looks like, smells like, feel like, taste like?

Take a minute to think about this and write down 
some notes in point form in your sketchbook  



What is your favorite pastime?

Or something your family or friends 
love to do?

Take a minute to think about this and 
write down some notes in point form in 
your sketchbook  



I am from my favorite monster hat that I wore ever since I was 13

From skipping rocks and sea glasses collected on the beach

I am from my grandfather’s lap, listening to bedtime stories 

until he falls asleep.

I am from movie nights with my friends under the blanket fort

That took forever to build.

I am from the in-betweens, split between two cultures and the multiple 

places I call home.

I am from 10 cents fruit candies and home cooked noodles

Rum and raisin ice cream on warm waffles

I am from those moments of watching TV on the couch,

Snuggled between the pillows and my gently snoring dog.

“Where I am From” by Alice



I’m from collection of CDs piled in my drawer

Under a deck of poker, with the plastic wrap on

I’m from hot, sweating summer in UK

Fan blowing on my face and it was okay

I’m from Christmas dinner at school dining hall with Hogwarts-like flag and people

I’m from the center of the city, the neighborhood, the smell of another family cooking

I’m from “Only Ones who knows,” the most underrated song from Arctic Monkeys

From when it says “True romance can’t be achieved these days.”

I’m from my mom’s philosophy and my dad’s bad humor

And most importantly, I’m from the younger me.

Where I’m From, by Jessie



Using Thumbnail 
Sketches for 

Planning



Thumbnail sketches are a great tool for 
planning out your designs.

- Helps you plan out your compositions and 
be more efficient

- You can work out mistakes in thumbnails 
very quickly.

- Thumbnails need to be small, about palm 
sized.

- Don’t add too much details to thumbnails

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQnrWGUlFpQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQnrWGUlFpQ


Testing out colours and 
text placement before I 
start on the real thing…



Based on your poem, create 
thumbnail sketches of your 
zine in your sketchbook. 
Please create 2-3 designs for 
each line of your poem



Front view Back view

zoomed out

selected view

Consider different 
views and 
perspectives in your 
sketch. There are 
multiple ways to 
represent a scene.



Consider where you 
want your texts to be. 

How would you 
incorporate the texts 
within your image?



Consider where 
the zine folds. The 

creases could 
disturb the image.

you probably don’t 
want a face there!

In your thumbnails, 
make sure you draw 
where the page folds.



Consider the Elements & 
Principles of the arts in your 
design. How do you keep your 
design balanced? How would 
you use colour and textures?





Back CoverFront Cover

Inner Pages–You can use the whole spread or half a spread

Page Layout



Front Cover
Back Cover



Single page



Cross-overs



Whole spread



Task Checklist:

1. Coloured Pencil Practice–two gradients (layering, burnishing), 
6 colour tests, 4 textures tests
(Submit to FreshGrade)

2. Complete the Poem 

3. Based on your poem, create thumbnail 
sketches of your zine in your sketchbook. 
Please create 2-3 designs for each line of 
your poem



4. Lightly draw out your design in your zine. Make sure you leave 
enough space for your texts. (If you want your texts printed 
instead of hand-written, please let me know)

5. Apply colours to your illustrations. If you are uncertain what 
colours to use, make sure you test it out in your sketchbook 
before you apply to the actual thing.



Please make sure you post your coloured pencil exercise
and your daily work-in-progress pictures on FreshGrade.



Welcome Back!



Today’s Daily Drawing:
Create a pattern with the colours of 

the rainbow



Task Checklist

❏ Coloured Pencil practice: 2 gradients, 6 colour tests & 4 textures
❏ Thumbnails sketches (2 designs for each section of the poem) 
❏ Final project 
❏ Self-reflection
❏ March Daily Drawings (due Friday)

Don’t forget to take work-in-progress pictures at the end of each class!

Submit everything on FreshGrade by Friday the latest

If you have completed everything above, go to the 
TEAMS file→class material→project 1
for additional coloured pencil exercises.


