
Pictographs-	First	Nations	symbols	that	tell	a	story	

	
Pictographs formed the basis for early written symbols as used by ancient Egyptian, Sumerian and Chinese civilizations. These 
ancient civilizations used symbols nearly 5000 years back and developed them into writing systems during the third millennium 
BCE.  Interestingly, pictographs continue to be used as a symbol of writing in certain backward cultures of Africa, Oceania and the 
Americas. 

The modern written language has in a way emerged after the use of pictographs.The modern artist Xu Bing developed a universal 
language, consisting of pictograms used all over the world, called the “Book from the Ground” 

Pictographs are commonly used today as pictorial signs, statistical diagrams or instructions in various fields. Pictographs are graphic 
in nature and are used to indicate places such as train stations, airports, hotels, public toilets and so on. Similarly a universal set of 
pictographs is used as laundry symbols on clothing labels.	

1. Pick	a	story	from	the	list	http://haidalegends.blogspot.ca/2011/09/qing.html	and	tell	the	story	using	
symbols	that	you	create.		For	example	walking	might	look	like	this.	

2. You	have	to	use	at	least	10	symbols…write	the	story	in	such	a	way	that	you	can	use	the	symbols	retell	the	story	
3. Look	at	the	labelled	BC	pictographs,	identify	which	symbols	are	similar	
4. Compare	8	pictographs	from	another	culture	(Shawnee,	Egyptian,	Chinese,	African,	…you	choose)	
5. Write	a	short	hero	story,	with	a	beginning,	a	setting,	an	event	and	a	return	to	normal		
6. Select	pictographs	from	a	culture	of	your	choice	and	write	a	pictograph	version	of	your	story.	You	can	write	it	

from	right	to	left	like	we	typically	write	or	in	a	spiral	with	the	ending	at	the	big	end	of	the	spiral	or	at	the	center.	

	

	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



7. Title	page:	choose	a	rock	print	out	page	(from	pile	provided)	recreate	it	using	watercolor	pastels,	salt,	alcohol,	
medium)	and	draw	a		
	

8. pictograph	to	represent	the	title.	

	
	

9. Rewrite	a	food	copy	of	your	story	on	the	back	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Meaning	 	 First	Nations	Pictograph									Pictograph	from:	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

							

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	 	 	

	 	 	

	 	 	

	 	 	

	 	 	

	 	 	

	 	 	

	 	 	





































	

	

	



	



	

	



	

	



	



	



	



	



	

	

	

Possible	extensions	

Create	mini	Zines	with	each	story	to	leave	in	Plaza	

	

	


